Youth Outreach
Background:
Wendy & Kerri are Youth Outreach co-coordinators for Area 5. They attend Area 5 meetings and their job is to introduce youth to the barbershop style of music and report to Marilyn McCauley. There is a Youth Outreach coordinator at the Harmony Board level -- Kary Alieia -- she looks after the Minor Chords and is supposed to communicate with Area coordinators on a regular basis. 
So far there have been no programs recommended to the Areas by Harmony, and so far there have been no programs run by the Areas. Last year a group of girls in a school in Brantford wanted to form a chorus and asked Linda Hilko (Area 3) for an introductory workshop. She brought in Area 5 support (Overtones, Audacity) and Jean O’Connor became involved as she was already in the area for an Education day. The Chord Spinners were also invited.
This is how the idea of an “Area Youth Day Event” was developed. Audacity taught the girls 4 or 5 songs and Jean directed. A show was put on in the evening attended by families, including quartets, the Overtones & the Chord Spinners as well as the girls chorus. 
Wendy & Kerri could not attend but corresponded with Marilyn about it. They have the complete report from the event.
What follows are 2 proposals generated by Kerri & Wendy to support their mandate.
Proposal #1: Barbershop Blitz
Who: 
Wendy, Kerri, Director rep, Section reps and/or quartet
What:
To go into various high schools and elementary schools and provide a workshop on barbershop style singing, including demonstrations of the singing style and the teaching of a tag. Workshops will be tailored to the specific age group and the amount of time allocated.
When:  Pilot end of May/Early June
Move into Fall 2011 through to ?? 

Why:  To raise the profile of the barbershop style of singing among the youth of Area 5.           Ultimately we hope that this will bring more singers to Area chorus’ but it is not a main           objective. As an outreach program it is not gender specific. This program could be           extended to the North Bay region if asked.

How:

1. Bring proposal to chorus for approval, input and support.

2. Background information gathering -- talk with teachers, people in education re: best approaches to get a foot in the door

3. Promotional plan -- how are we going to get the word out (brochure? email? website?)

4. Take bookings, arrange for NCS participation, go

5. Follow up email/phone call for feedback

Proposal #2: Area 5 North Youth Day

 Who:   Wendy, Kerri, Audacity, Eric Delande (Toronto Northern Lights), Nickel City Sound,             Marilyn McCauley

What:   A dynamic and interactive day for assembled youth in the region revolving around the                barbershop style of singing, based upon the Brantford area youth event. 

When: Saturday, October 1st, 2011 all day, Church of the Epiphany, Sudbury.

Why: 

To introduce youth to the barbershop style of music and thereby retain the vitality of regional chorus’ and Harmony Inc. This event will be repeated around the province on a yearly basis. It is hoped that Area Youth Day will grow into a larger event in a centralized location.

How:

1. Bring proposal to the Area board for approval.

2. Notify Nickel City Sound of the plan and ask for support (volunteers & performers).

3. Background information -- already done.

4. Generate promotional plan (website/wiki, email).

5. Take registrations.

6. Event day agenda & details (food, parking, swag, funds*, etc.).

7. Feedback gathered.

*Financial support will come from Harmony Inc. (up to $1000). Sing Canada Harmony  has been approached and the Area also has funds available. No money will be required from NCS. Marilyn McCauley has final approval.

